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My Brothers and Sisters in Christ:  

It is with joy that I look through and present this year's Parish annual report. There 
are so many things to be grateful for in our Parish.  

As we look over the period of July 2017 through June 2018, we continue to bear 
fruit into this year.  There are many blessings we have received and I have seen so 
many of us be a blessing to each other.  Saint Lawrence is a living parish, busy in 
all areas of worship, mission, fellowship, faith development, and service. 

There were two major areas upon which we were focused this past year.   

The first has been to consciously embrace what is so visible when a visitor walks 
into our Masses:  We are an ethnically and culturally diverse parish.  This past year 
we have particularly started focusing more on the Anglo-and-Latino relationships.  
Over the past dozen years or so, we have gone from:  having some Spanish 
speaking people in our area that needed a Sunday Mass and other Sacraments 
available; to a parish with much more.  We have an Administrator of Hispanic 
Ministry, a growing number of bilingual staff, increasing communications in two 
languages, bilingual missals in the pews, and a school outreach for the many 
Catholics who don’t know that Catholic Schooling is even possible for their 
families.  Some of our Young Adults helped transform our already-great Fish Fries 
into Fiestas with a lot more people coming together in planning, working, and 
enjoying.  We were blessed to be given Fr. Martin as our Associate Pastor, and he 
has worked tirelessly to establish a few more Spanish prayer opportunities, but also 
to share his insights and love of God with people of both languages.  These are the 
beginnings of what needs to continue as we grow from a parish helping a new 
category of people to a parish where everyone see each other as a necessary part of 
the whole.   

The second area of focus this past year has been all the work that went into our 
“Making All Things New” Capital Campaign.  Our parishioners have pledged over 
1.6 million dollars over the next 3 years to take care of many of the repairs needed 
in the buildings we use for our worship and ministries.  As we communicate the 
progress of the Campaign, we are renewing our ability to communicate what Saint 
Lawrence is about, what it is doing, and what needs we have.   

Thank you all for being Saint Lawrence Catholic Church, Indianapolis.  

Fr. Tom   



Key Parish Data for 2017-2018 

Number of Households – 831 

Estimated Number of Individual Catholics – 1785 

Receptions into the Church  

Infant Baptisms – 77 Minor Baptisms – 15 Adult Baptisms – 3 

Received into Full Communion – 4 
  (Other Christians who became Catholic) 

First Communions – 78 Confirmations –47 Burials - 31  

Marriages:  Catholic – 8  Interfaith – 3 

Additional charitable giving through out the year:           

Endowment for Saint Lawrence $2,299 

Guadalupe $2,274 

Pastor’s Charitable Fund $   854 

Project Gabriel $   373 

St Vincent De Paul  (2017-2018) $11,629 

Facilities and Maintenance Fund  $58,519 

Mission Collections 

Catholic Relief Services 
Campaign for Human Development 
Central and Eastern Europe 
Black and Indian Missions 
Disaster Relief, Storm Assistance 
Education of Future Priests 
Home Mission 
Middle East 
Peter’s Pence 
Propagation of Faith 
Religious Retirement 
Rice Bowl 
Servite Mission 
World Mission 

Total Mission Collections $35,592 

Total gifts in addition to Sunday Giving  $111,540



School 2017-2018                

Blessed with opportunities to have All School Mass twice a week 

Sacrament of Reconciliation offered Once a Week 

Participate in Adoration and Benediction once a month

One Chrome book was offered for student in grades 6-8 

New Servers installed with upgraded Wi-Fi use throughout the campus 

New Computers for the Computer lab 

Over a hundred new books bought for the School Library 

Preschool achieved    Paths to Quality Level IV  the highest available for Indiana

Teamwork Tuesday teams perform over 2,000 hours of community service 

90% of 8th grade graduates continue on to Catholic High Schools 

Successful Father Beechem Annual Fund Event, helping over 20 Families 

Over $20,000 raised in Tax Credit Scholarships 

Award winning ENL program for students who have English as their second language 

Resource and Special Services department serving over 25% of the student body 

NWEA Testing offered to gather student data with immediate feedback 

Annual 8th grade trip to Washington, D.C. 

Annual 6th, 7th, and 8th grade trip to CYO Rancho Framasa 

Partners with the Indianapolis Children's Museum for unlimited Study Trips

We named one of the new monkeys at the Indianapolis Zoo 

Several City Championships for Rams athletics 

Teachers attend over 500 hours of professional development in Peer Mediation, 

Growth Mindset, Values Based Restorative Practices, Trauma Informed Care, and 

building relationships with families 

Every student in the school received new shoes and socks from Samaritan's Feet 

$30,000 school safety grant received in July of 2018 

$1,000 school grant for Marian images received in June 2018 

Participation in Latino Enrollment Institute from the University of Notre Dame 

Two Teachers begin their ENL certification with the University of Notre Dame 



Respectfully submitted by Sarah Watson, Principal 



Hispanic Ministry 

It’s been a great year for our Ministry… 

 More people have been attending the 

6:00 pm Mass since Fr. Martin has been 

in the parish 

 Bilingual Masses with music in both 

English and Spanish  

  A second Spanish mass on Thursday at 

7:00 pm 

 Increase of Liturgical Ministers 

 First Christ Renews his Parish retreat in 

Spanish (Women and Men) 

 Couples preparation  for marriage 

 Marriage Retreat  

 Fish Fry Fiesta, a time when two 

communities came together to celebrate 

Lent under one language, Jesus.  Sharing 

work, food, music and laughter. 

  More Latinos participating in the Parish 

Council 

 The Celebration for Our Lady of 

Guadalupe has been a success every year. 

Starting with the Novena, then the 

Mañanitas (singing to the virgin early in 

the morning) and ending with a Solemn 

Mass on the December 12.  

Come and enjoy a Spanish Mass with us and 

worship with a different flavor…! 

Damaris Bergeron 

Hispanic Ministry Coordinator 

Our Mission

To live as a vibrant community 

committed to faith, thriving within 

the parish.  Achieving spiritual       

and human growth, reaching 

communication with God and our 

neighbors through Christ our Savior. 

(Para vivir como una comunidad 

viva y comprometida, prosperando 

dentro de la parroquia. Logrando     

un crecimiento espiritual y humano, 

y alcanzando la comunión con Dios 

y el prójimo a ejemplo de Cristo 

nuestro Salvador.) 



Saint Lawrence Youth Ministry 2017-2018 

Middle School Youth Ministry 
 We continued our Middle School SALT (Students Awakening Lawrence Township) Ministry 

and met after school on Wednesdays.  
o We shared in faith and fellowship, while learning about our faith and completing service 

projects. 
 We also got to hang out with old friends and make new ones at the North Deanery Jr. High 

Gatherings!  
High School Youth Ministry 

 We continued our High School Ministry and met on Wednesday evenings.
o We shared in faith and fellowship, while learning about our faith and completing service 

projects.
Confirmation 

 We had a wonderful year of Confirmation preparation that ended in a beautiful Rite of 
Confirmation at the SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral!  

 We saw 47 youth complete the Sacraments of Initiation by completing the Sacrament of 
Confirmation on May 31, 2018. 

Summer Mission Trip to the Quad Cities 
We had a WONDERFUL time serving the community of the Quad Cities while deepening our faith and 
our friendships!  

 We had 6 teens and 3 chaperones.  
 Our group was split into three work crews:  

o The first work crew sorted clothing donations at a Salvation Army in the mornings and 
then spent the afternoons hanging out with clients from a local youth center.  

o The second work crew spent the mornings working in the community gardens and then 
spent the afternoons working with the kids club. 

o The third group spent the vast majority of their week helping at a children’s youth 
center, while also spending one of the mornings landscaping and power washing the 
outside of  a home for adults with disabilities.   



Adult Faith Formation and Spiritual Life 

2017-18 Highlights 

In the past year at Saint Lawrence, people of our parish joined in prayer and worship, 
Scripture study, meals and entertainment!  Our parish also partnered with St. Matthew 
and St. Andrew for RCIA and Shepherd’s FLOCK, sharing space, catechists, and 
resources. Highlights included: 

 RCIA – 15 adults and youth joined the Church and received the Sacraments of 
Initiation at the Easter Vigil; RCIA includes 9 months of learning about the 
precepts of the Church, prayer, and above all, building a relationship with Jesus 
Christ! 

 Shepherd’s FLOCK – 6 adults with disabilities are now a part of this group, who 
enjoy the study of Scripture and fellowship; our theme for the year was “Mary, 
our Mother”. 

 Bible Studies – 30+ people participated in the study of the Letter to the 
Ephesians and the Wisdom literature. 

 Ladies Tea – 110 women enjoyed sisterhood and enrichment at the 2nd Annual 
Ladies Tea; Speaker, Linda Clodfelter, shared the needs of the homeless in our 
community; ladies contributed a “van-load” of hygiene items, socks, and other 
necessities. 

 Rosary Rally – over 75 people, families, young and old, joined in public prayer on 
our busy street corner to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Our Lady of Fatima 
Miracle of the Sun; a procession was led by the Knights of Columbus; a pitch-in 
lunch and movie followed. 

 Creative Acts of Worship – 30+ children, teens and adults took part in a dramatic 
and musical presentation of Gospel stories, including the Woman at the Well, the 
Man Born Blind, and the Raising of Lazarus.  Over 100 people attended, 
including people from several other Christian churches. 

 FORMED – we began a subscription to this Catholic web resource in June 2018.  

24/7 access to the best Catholic content on any device, where you have internet 

access - your computer, smartphone and tablet!  All parishioners may sign in to 

watch Catholic movies, read ebooks and articles, listen to CDs and more!  Simply 

log into: www.saintlawrence.formed.org and create your own password. 

For more information on these programs and activities 

Sandra Hartlieb, Administrator of Adult Faith Formation 

shartlieb@saintlawrence or 317-564-4065 ext. 335 



Shepherd’s FLOCK 

Members of FLOCK participate 
in Scripture lessons, activities 
and fellowship.   

RCIA

Saint Lawrence partners with St. Matthew and St. 

Andrew for RCIA.  Participants enjoy fellowship and 

prayer while learning about the Catholic Faith.  



Creative Acts of Worship 

Several members of our parish took part 
in a dramatic and musical presentation of 
Lenten Gospels. Feb. 2018 

Ladies Tea 

110 women enjoyed the 2nd annual 
Ladies Tea.  The Theme -
“A Garden of Blessings” – featured 
tables decorated with beautiful 
flower arrangements, and an 
inspirational talk on the needs of the 
homeless by Linda Clodfelter.  
March 2018 

Public Rosary Rally 

The Knights of Columbus led a 
procession of more than 75 
people for an outdoor prayer on 
the 100th anniversary of Our Lady 
of Fatima Miracle of the Sun.  
Oct. 2017 



PFO      Highlights for 2017-2018 

* Provided King Cakes to all classrooms on Mardi Gras 

* Sponsored Boomer of the Indianapolis Pacers to come and kick off the  

     Bully Prevention program at school.  

* Hosted Trunk or Treat  

* Hosted Family Movie Night 

* Hosted Adult Trivia Night 

* Provided meals for the staff during parent/ teacher conferences.  

* Provided Grandparents Day T-shirts and coordinated refreshments.  

* Provided meals and treats during Teacher Appreciation Week  

 * Provided all faculty and staff with a spirit wear T-shirt at the beginning of the school    

year.  

Fr Beechem Highlights for 2017-2018 

  Fr. Beechem’s Beach Bingo Bash was held on April 28, 2018! 

* 271 people attended.  

 * Dinner was provided by Jugs Catering and after bingo pizza was donated by 

       Cugino’s.  

 * During the event the announcement was made to name the baseball field The Rob 

       and Curt Heisserer field.  

 * There were 10 games of bingo and entry into the reverse raffle for a flat screen smart 

       TV with every ticket purchased for the event.  

* Heads or Tails game, a wine pull, choice raffle and silent auction were also offered.  

* Pull tabs were a hit and the 50/50  pot was  $2,075 and split with winner Juan Ochoa.  

 * The event raised $14,231 for tuition assistance and teacher and staff development for 

       Saint. Lawrence School.  

PFO and Fr. Beechem reports respectfully submitted by, 

Chris Ugo 



Knights of Columbus                                            
St. Joseph Council #5290                                    

We are a welcoming group of men, striving to be better Catholic gentlemen, husbands and fathers 

by serving others in works of Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism.  We accomplish this by aiding 

one another to strengthen our faith, our families and our parishes and to truly be the "Charity that 

Evangelizes" and the "Strong right arm of the Church." 

 Awards two scholarships to Saint Lawrence Graduates attending Catholic High Schools 

 Funded trip to National Youth Conference for Saint Lawrence Youth Minister 

 Erected a Memorial on church campus in memory of 57 million lives lost to abortion 

 Prayer Warriors meet monthly praying the Rosary for an end to Abortion  

 Early Contributor to Saint Lawrence Capital Campaign 

 Provides Financial Support to Gibault Children’s Services 

 Provides Financial Support to Catholic Radio 

 Provides coaches and support to Special Olympics  

 Provide Bingo Equipment for Saint Lawrence Bingo Blast and Cathedral High School 

Fundraisers 

 Sponsors “Forty Cans for Forty Days” food drive for Saint Lawrence Food Pantry 

 Hosts a Reception for Saint Lawrence Teachers and Staff in May 

 Distributes Carnation to Mothers and Future Mothers on Mother’s Day 

 Distributes “Life Roses” and Contributes Proceeds to Gabriel Project 

 Sponsors Patriot Fest at VFW Post 7119 collecting over 5000 pounds of canned goods  

 Hosts a monthly Breakfast at Saint Lawrence  

 Cook hotdogs and hamburgers for Saint Lawrence Picnic 

 Cook hotdogs for Youth Retreat 

 Help Set up Fall Festival, operate Bingo and Rib Eye Booths  

 Prepares and Serves a spaghetti dinner for widows and their families 

 Delivers Christmas Remembrances to our widows  

 Collects and Distributes toys to children of Veterans in December  

 Informative “Knights Corner” Written weekly for Saint Lawrence Bulletin inviting men to join  

Respectfully submitted, 

David Williams 



St. Vincent de Paul Annual Report 

The following is a report for the St. Lawrence Conference, St. Vincent de Paul Society, for fiscal year 2018.  
We currently have thirteen active members who contributed 2, 955 hours of service within the St. Lawrence 
Parish boundaries.  Requests for assistance from the SVDP Help Line included:  

126 Food requests 
53 Thanksgiving food baskets 
59 Christmas food and gifts (98 children) 

195 Rent, utility, and other financial requests 
466 Distribution Center requests for furniture, appliances, household items, clothing, etc. 

Funded again by the Indianapolis SVDP Council, the Saint Lawrence SVDP Conference partnered with 
Christ the King to host a fourth “Changing Lives Forever” workshop designed to help individuals who want 
to make changes toward a better life.  Since 2015, 41 individuals have graduated from this program at St. 
Lawrence, and many have made strides to improve their lives financially, emotionally, and spiritually.   We 
continue to support graduates with monthly meetings and mentors.  Volunteers helped by becoming prayer 
partners, helping with meals, and providing transportation. We have taken a version of this program designed 
for use in prisons into the Indiana Women’s Prison and also into the men’s facility in Pendleton and Heritage 
Trails.   
      The Sunshine Committee sent Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas cards to shut-ins. There were 31 Mass 
intentions for deceased parishioners.  Funeral luncheons were served to 17 families. 

Parish volunteers contributed 1,245 hours at the Client Choice Food Pantry.  The SVDP Distribution 
Center hours were not available.   

The SVDP twinning program supports conferences in Qualguaque, Leon, Nicaragua, and Chile, S.A. 

          Balance as of September  30, 2017:   $ 5,492.63 

Income
5th Sunday Collections   $ 10,827.50
Memorial Donations 140.00
Funeral Luncheon Donations 670.00
Thanksgiving/Christmas Donations 284.00
Food Pantry 400.00
Member Donations 
Other Income 

910.30 
785.41

Total Income:       $ 14,017.21 

Expenses
Rent/Utilities assistance $ 13,351.84
Food Pantry 525.04
Thanksgiving Food 302.19
Christmas Gifts/Supplies/Food 149.16
Medical  & Other Client Aid 618.38
Funeral Luncheons 617.19
Twinning 
Disaster Relief 

800.00 
250.00

SVDP Annual Dues 284.00
Mass stipends  400.00
Administration 168.18

Total Expenses: $ 17,465.98 

Ending Balance September 30, 2018:     $ 2,043.86 

These works of charity are made possible by the wonderful support of our Sanit Lawrence Parishioners 
through donations and volunteer service. 

"Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me"                      
Matthew 25:40



Operating Results
2017-2018 2017-2018 Actual   VS 2018-2019

Income Actual Budget Budget Budget
Sunday Collection 844,491$             886,000$             -4.7% 845,000$             
Holy Day Collection 9,235                    25,000                 -63.1% 12,000                 
Other Church Income 104,681               89,800                 16.6% 90,200                 
School Tuition Income 1,010,662            1,086,584            -7.0% 1,057,192            
Preschool, Cafeteria & Other School Income 565,401               450,675               25.5% 580,182               
   Total Income 2,534,470            2,538,059            -0.1% 2,584,574            

Expenses
Parish and School Salaries and Benefits 1,619,068            1,640,232            -1.3% 1,694,924            
Parish Other Expenses and Supplies 121,301               130,930               -7.4% 124,700               
Archdiocesan Assessments, High School Support, Criterion 256,486               257,106               -0.5% 275,267               
  Health and Property insurance, Pastoral Salaries & Benefits -                            
Parish and School Repairs and Supplies 178,379               138,500               28.8% 169,800               
Utilities for Parish and School 108,407               106,000               2.3% 107,800               
Supplies - School and Cafeteria Food 303,502               281,858               7.7% 285,280               
   Total Expenses 2,587,144            2,554,626            1.3% 2,657,771            

Net income Over/(Under) (52,673)                
Support from  prior years surplus 37,754                 -                            

Net Loss (14,919)$              (16,567)$              9.9% (73,197)$              

Statements of Financial Position   
June 2018 June 2017

Assets
Cash Accounts 419,747$             410,547$             
ADLF      Archdiocesan Deposit and Loan Fund 162,433               64,724                 
Accounts Receivable 2,472                    32,058                 
Prepaid Expenses 9,999                    8,839                    

Total 594,651$             516,168$             

Liabilities and Net Assets
Liabilities
Accounts Payable 6,147$                 2,452$                 
Deferred Income - School 19,225                 26,980                 
Parish Designated Funds 229,936               320,489               
School Designated Funds 90,153                 109,615               
Donor Restricted Funds 60,352                 49,054                 
Gaming Funds 38,167                 27,321                 
ADLF  Restricted Funds 162,433               64,724                 

606,413$             600,635$             

Net Assets (11,762)                (84,469)                

Total 594,651$             516,166$             

June 2018 June 2017
Endowment for Saint Lawrence 87,308$               85,633$               
Endowment for  Father Beechem 84,376                 82,767                 
ADLF Primary Savings 37,873                 26,190                 
ADLF Savings SVDP 10,069                 10,504                 
ADLF Savings Father Beechem 28,747                 24,343                 
ADLF Savings     Making All Things New   CC 78,528                 All funds invested with the 

   Total Endowment and ADLF 326,901$             229,437$             Catholic Community Foundation

P F O  Parent Faculty Organization 7,145$                 8,543$                 
Sports Committee 7,602$                    12, 625

 Saint Lawrence Catholic Church
Annual Financial Report for Fiscal Year 2017 - 2018



NOTES AND COMMENTS FROM FINANCE COUNCIL FOR 2017-2018 

Thank you for your continued financial support of our Parish and our Catholic 

Education mission.  Your financial backing is vital to the compensation of our staff 

and maintenance of our campus.  These are the assets which support the many 

ministries detailed in this annual report. 

Our staff worked conscientiously to manage expenses keeping our totals for 2017-

2018 to a level 3.5%  lower than 2016-2017.  Despite this success, we struggled to 

fully meet those expenses resulting in a $14,911 deficit for this fiscal year.  This 

deficit would have been greater had we not used $37,754 of  reserves saved from 

prior years’ net surplus.  A multi-year declining level of Sunday collections 

contributes to the difficulty in covering our costs.  The Finance and Stewardship 

Commissions will be evaluating the causes of our multi-year decreases in Sunday 

giving, and we ask for your continued support of Saint Lawrence. 

We were able to complete some needed repairs and upgrades this year - a new 

single phone system to replace the 2 aging systems of the parish and school, church 

door repairs, and school security upgrades.  The Capital Maintenance collections 

help us cover these larger repair items that our operating budget just cannot 

handle. We have had a strong response to the Capital Maintenance collections and 

the “Making All Things New” Capital Campaign.  Thank you.  We are looking 

forward to the continued campus improvements which will be possible as a result 

of your generous pledges. 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Margaret Rohrbach 


