
Why do we cover the images and 
crosses in the church? 
 
In the Roman Missal we find the instruction, “In the Dioceses of the United 
States, the practice of covering crosses and images throughout the church 
from [the fifth] Sunday [of Lent] may be observed. Crosses remain covered 
until the end of the Celebration of the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday, but 
images remain covered until the beginning of the Easter Vigil.” 
 
But why go through such lengths to cover up images that are 
designed to raise our hearts and minds toward heaven?  

First of all, it is important to note that images of saints are not distractions 
from what happens at the altar. Rather, they help us remember that the Mass 
is our participation in the heavenly liturgy where the Paschal Lamb is 
surrounded with all the saints and angels who cry out: “Holy, Holy Holy” (Rev. 
4:8). Nevertheless, the veils alert us of the special time that we are in. When 
we walk into church and notice everything is covered, we immediately know 
that something is different.  

Second, it reminds us that Jesus hid His glory during His Passion. During 
numerous occasions, Jesus had the chance to show His glory by calling “his 
servants” to avoid him being arrested, but He didn’t.  Instead, he did not open 
his mouth, he was led like a lamb to the slaughter” (Is. 53:7)  

Finally, since the beginning of Lent, the Church has gradually been taking 
away things from us, e.g. meat on Fridays, flowers at the altar, the Gloria, the 
Alleluia, the use of instruments is more restrained, etc., now she takes away 
images of saints and crucifixes. On Holy Thursday, the altars will be stripped, 
and finally, on Good Friday the Lord will be removed from the tabernacle. All 
these practices make the season of Easter more impactful and meaningful 
because all of those things will be restored thanks to the Resurrection of Jesus.  

It would be commendable to imitate this practice in your homes by veiling 
your crosses and images. It can be a great way to enter more deeply into the 
mystery of Holy Week and the Easter celebrations.  


